
What is the focus question? Underline it.

How are you going to talk about the Historical Era?

Which Historical Themes are you going to use?

Which Life Themes are you going to use?

Culture/People Politics/Rules maybe Economy

Change Relationships

The West – BAD or GOOD



Culture/People Politics/Rules

Change Relationships[                ]

THINK GOOD 
OR BAD 
CHANGE  
because ... 

AA EXPLORE
west. 

THINK - GOOD 
OR BAD 
REALATIONHIP  
because ... 

AA 
TRANSFORM
their lives. 

[

]

1



Culture/People Politics/Rules

Change Relationships[                ]

1

[
]

2

THINK GOOD 
OR BAD 
CHANGE  
because...  

Women SEEN 
AS STRONG.

THINK - GOOD 
OR BAD 
REALATIONHIP  
because 
_____...  

Men and 
women are 
EQUALS



Culture/People Politics/Rules

Change Relationships[                ]

1

2

3

[
]

THINK GOOD 
OR BAD 
CHANGE  
because ...  

People HURT
the 
environment.

THINK - GOOD 
OR BAD 
REALATIONHIP  
because ...  

Settlers DIDN’T 
APPRECIATE 
Native 
American



Culture/People Politics/Rules

Change Relationships[                ]

1
3

4
2

THINK GOOD 
OR BAD 
CHANGE  
because ....  

US gov’t 
CAN’T BE 
TRUSTED

THINK - GOOD 
OR BAD 
REALATIONHIP  
because...

US MILITARY 
KILLS 
INNOCENT

[

]





THIS IS A TIME WHEN…(FEELING & HISTORICAL ERA FACT). 
IT’S AN EXAMPLE OF WHY PEOPLE... (HUMAN NATURE). 
EXPLAIN WHY?

Entertainment or Have fun

Human Nature:

Explore

Set up Rules

Indulge or Spoil

Be Sly or Slick

Communicate or Learn

E

BASIC 
EMOTIONS

Anger
Fear

Sadness
Joy

Trust
Surprised

Anticipation

Which best describes, Westward Expansion -
1812-1846?

Transportation and 
communication revolution; 
growth of western cities; access to 
new land; removal of Native 
Americans



Culture/People Politics/Rules

Change Relationships[                ]

AA want to 
improve 
their lives 
and they had 
to leave the 
south and go 
west. 

THINK GOOD 
OR BAD 
CHANGE  
because 
_____.  

Many tried to 
make sure AA 
were able to 
get a fair start 
at 
transforming 
their lives. 

THINK - GOOD 
OR BAD 
REALATIONHIP  
because 
_____.  

[

]

TOPIC SENTENCE: Firstly, westward movement and expansion 
after the Civil War affected CULTURE of in a positive/negative way 
based on 
_____________________  AND ___________________________.

For instance, in source # 1 “......................”.

In addition, it states, “.....................”.

moving transformations

This allows us to see... _______ &_______. 

Basically, AAs wanted to improve their lives and they had to 
leave the south and go west & many tried to make sure AA were 
able to get a fair start at transforming their lives.   THE WAY 
PEOPLE LIVED (OPTIONAL) ..... ...

X 1



Culture/People Politics/Rules

Change Relationships[                ]

[
]

Women were 
no longer 
looked at as 
timid & 
weak. 

THINK GOOD 
OR BAD 
CHANGE  
because 
_____.  

Men and 
women are 
considered 
equals in the 
West. 

THINK - GOOD 
OR BAD 
REALATIONHIP  
because 
_____.  

TOPIC SENTENCE: Secondly, the impact of westward expansion 
on ideas of American femininity affected CULTURE of the time in 
a positive/negative way based on 
_____________________  AND ___________________________.

For instance, in source # 2, states, “......................”.

In addition,  it states, “.....................”.

women equality

This allows us to see... _______ &_______. 

This allows us to see, women were no longer looked at as timid 
and weak & men and women are considered equals in the West. 
THE WAY PEOPLE LIVED (OPTIONAL) ..... ...

X 2



Culture/People Politics/Rules

Change Relationships[                ]

[
]

People had a 
harmful 
impact on 
the 
environment. 

THINK GOOD 
OR BAD 
CHANGE  
because 
_____.  

Many settlers 
did not 
appreciate the 
Native 
American 
culture. 

THINK - GOOD 
OR BAD 
REALATIONHIP  
because 
_____.  

TOPIC SENTENCE: Thirdly, the destruction of Native peoples 
affected POLITICS of the time in positive/negative way based on 
_____________________ AND ___________________________.

For instance, in source # 3, states, “......................”.

In addition, it states, “.....................”.

relationships

This allows us to see... _______ &_______. 

Although people had a harmful impact on the environment &
many settlers did not appreciate the Native American culture. 
The RULES & LAWS (OPTIONAL) ..... ..... 

environmental

X 3



Culture/People Politics/Rules

Change Relationships[                ]
THINK GOOD 
OR BAD 
CHANGE  
because ....  

US gov’t 
can’t be 
trusted 
because they 
often break 
their word.

THINK - GOOD 
OR BAD 
REALATIONHIP  
because...

US is willing to 
use its military 
to kill innocent 
people to get 
what it wants.

[ ]

TOPIC SENTENCE: Also, key battles and treaties affected 
POLITICS of the time in positive/negative way based on

_____________________AND  _________________________.

For instance, in source # 4, “......................”.

In addition, it states, “.....................”.

military

This allows us to see... _______ &_______. 

Even though US gov’t can’t be trusted because they often break 
their word & the US is willing to use its military to kill innocent 
people to get what it wants. The RULES & LAWS (OPTIONAL) ..... 
..... 

government 

X 4



Culture/People Politics/Rules

Change Relationships[                ]

TOPIC SENTENCE: HOWEVER, some may feel the 
transformation of America as a result of westward expansion 
affected POLITICS & CULTURE  in a  positive/negative ways.

X 5

He or she may be focusing ONLY on ...  
However, the evidence IN THE TEXT shows this was not 
completely true. 
ANOTHER EXAMPLE  IN THE TEXT THAT PROVES MY POINT IS 
IN SOURCE# ___. It states ........ (Optional)

Find something you have not mentioned 
already that someone may use to argue 

against you. It can be from a source or you 
own personal knowledge. 



(EXAMPLE) In conclusion, the evidence strongly supports CONTINUITY in history. 
Based on the facts given, (who or what) still loses or gains  POWER.  For example....  
(1 NEW FACT from 1 sources OR Personal Example)


